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Prosecutors quit 
over bid to lessen 
Stone’s sentence 


Justice Department 
intervenes after 
Trump complains that 
his longtime friend is 
being treated unfairly. 


By ELI STOKOLS 


WASHINGTON — 
Hours after President 
Trump slammed a recom- 
mended prison sentence for 
his longtime confidant 
Roger Stone as “horrible 
and very unfair,” the Justice 
Department said Tuesday it 
would seek a shorter prison 
term, prompting four career 
prosecutors to resign from 
the case in protest. 

The Justice Department 
decision to overrule the 
front-line prosecutors’ sen- 
tencing recommendation 
was highly unusual, and 
sparked concerns that Atty. 
Gen. William Barr, who has 
strongly backed Trump, was 
bowing to political pressure 
to help the president’s for- 
mer advisor. 

It came four days after 
Trump, newly emboldened 
by his Senate acquittal on 


impeachment charges, or- 
dered the recall of his am- 
bassador to the European 
Union and the ouster of a 
decorated Army officer from 
the National Security Coun- 
cil as public payback for 
their damaging testimony 
during the inquiry. 

Stone, a flamboyant self- 
described Republican dirty 
trickster, was convicted last 
year of lying to Congress, 
witness tampering and ob- 
structing a congressional in- 
vestigation into Russian 
meddling in the 2016 elec- 
tion. 

On Monday night, the 
prosecution team submitted 
a 26-page memo in federal 
court recommending a sen- 
tence of seven to nine years 
in prison, in keeping with 
federal sentencing guide- 
lines. It raised the prospect 
that Stone, 67, could receive 
the harshest sentence of the 
half-dozen former Trump 
campaign aides and others 
charged in the Russia inves- 
tigation. 

But on Tuesday, the Jus- 
tice Department sent a re- 
vised recommendation, say- 
ing the earlier one “does not 
accurately reflect the De- 

[See Stone, A9] 
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JOSH EDELSON For The Times 


ONCE HOME to four streetcar lanes, Market Street 
came to be dominated by automobiles. In January the 
city banned private cars, again prioritizing transit. 


Among cities, S.F. 
leads the way in 
restricting cars 


By RonGc-GonaG Lin II 


SAN FRANCISCO — As 
California cities move to re- 
claim their streets from au- 
tomobile domination, Mar- 
ket Street in San Francisco 
is the most ambitious effort 
so far. 

Lined by skyscrapers, 
landmark buildings, tech 
powerhouses and ornate 
street lamps, Market cuts 
through the heart of San 
Francisco and has long had 
the traffic jams that come 
with the prime real estate. 
Generations ago, many of 
the city’s streetcar and cable 
car lines were pulled out to 
make way for the mighty au- 
tomobile. 

A few weeks ago, there 
was a dramatic shift when 
San Francisco banned pri- 
vate cars on the busiest sec- 
tion of Market Street. Sud- 
denly most automobiles 


were gone — Ubers, Lyfts, 
and tourists in rental cars 
banished. Historic street- 
cars and electric trolley 
buses glided along. Cyclists 
and electric scooter-riding 
commuters celebrated their 
new freedom. 

“There is a generational 
transformation that has oc- 
curred here,” said Malcolm 
A. Heinicke, chairman ofthe 
San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency’s 
board of directors, who has 
called for discussion of clos- 
ing other roads, like Valencia 
Street in the Mission Dis- 
trict and Leavenworth 
Street in the Tenderloin, to 
cars. “You have people who 
are really looking at having a 
city where they’re not driv- 
ing.” 

It’s part of a growing 
trend across North America. 

Alarmed by rising traffic 
deaths and painful gridlock 

[See Market Street, A10] 


Philippine | 
leader says he | 
will end pact 


President Rodrigo 
Duterte tells the U.S. 
he’s terminating a 
two-decade-old defense 
agreement, throwing 
one of Washington’s H 
most important securi- | 
ty alliances in Asiainto | 
disarray. WORLD, A4 i 


|! Coronavirus 


quarantine ends 
None of the 195 Ameri- 


i cans confined at March 
: Air Reserve Base tested 
| positive for the illness, 

; and all were cleared to 

| leave. CALIFORNIA, B1 


| Weather: Sunny. 
| L.A. Basin: 69/48. B6 
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“THIS VICTORY here is the beginning of the end for Donald Trump,” Bernie Sanders told supporters in 
Manchester after his New Hampshire win, which was much closer than his 2016 triumph in the state. 


Sanders edges Buttigieg in 
New Hampshire primary 


Klobuchar finishes a strong third as Warren and Biden lag 


By MARK Z. BARABAK 


MANCHESTER, N.H. — 
Bernie Sanders eked out a 
narrow victory Tuesday in 
the New Hampshire pri- 
mary, besting a pair of more 
moderate Midwestern rivals 
who together out-polled the 
champion of progressive 
Democrats on his New Eng- 
land home turf. 

Pete Buttigieg, the for- 
mer mayor of South Bend, 
Ind., finished just a few thou- 
sand votes shy ofthe senator 
from neighboring Vermont 
and ahead of Minnesota 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar, whose 
strong showing was the big- 
gest surprise ofthe night. 

Massachusetts Sen. Eliz- 
abeth Warren and former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
werein single digitsin fourth 
and fifth place, respectively, 


New Hampshire results 


Bernie Sanders won the New Hampshire primary, 
trailed closely by Pete Buttigieg and Amy Klobuchar. 


Percentage of vote 


Sanders 
Buttigieg 
Klobuchar 
Warren 9% 
Biden 8% 


Results with 86% of precincts reporting 
Associated Press 


26% 
24% 


20% 


Los Angeles Times 


A scramble for African American votes 


With Joe Biden stumbling, a crucial Democratic con- 
stituency may be up for grabs to an extent that has 
not been true in a primary in many years. NATION, A7 


STEVE SEARLES protects Mammoth’s people from its wildlife and vice 
versa. “Training the bears was easy,” he says. “Training the people was hard.” 


COLUMN ONE 


He speaks for the bears 


Former surfer sees lessons for society in his 
work with the animals in Mammoth Lakes 


By CHRIS ERSKINE 
REPORTING FROM 
MAMMOTH LAKES 


teve Searlesis not 

really a cop, not 

really a civilian; 

he lives in limbo 

between those two 
worlds. 

And, man, does he live. 
Think ofhim as the Serpico 
ofthe Sierra, a little snarly 
and gruff and frayed around 
the edges — a ponytailed 
ex-surfer turned mountain 
man. A bit ofa hillbilly intel- 
lectual without much formal 
schooling, a void in his re- 
sume that both flusters and 
propels him. 
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ROBERT GOURLEY The Times 
BLACK BEARS are 
“the tie-dyed hippies” 
of the animal king- 
dom, Searles says. 


“It’s haunted me my 
whole life,” he confesses. 

There are lots of contra- 
dictions to this 60-year-old 
wildlife officer, lots of ironies 
and surprising qualities 
that make him more than 
another town character, and 
worthy ofa memoir. 

Searles has carved out a 
niche and a career as Mam- 
moth Lakes’ “bear whis- 
perer,” a protector ofthe 
wild things that roam the 
night: the ubiquitous bears, 
deer, coyotes and all manner 
of high-country cat. He 
protects the residents and 
the 2.5 million annual visi- 
tors too, though they have 
the numerical advantage. 

[See Bear whisperer, A11] 


a weak showing that imper- 
iled both their campaigns. 
Each vowed to fight on. 

Well before the votes were 
counted, businessman An- 
drew Yang and Colorado 
Sen. Michael Bennet an- 
nounced they were dropping 
out. Former Massachusetts 
Gov. Deval Patrick was ex- 
pected to follow suit on 
Wednesday. 

All three had negligible 
support. 

New Hampshire has a 
history of political volatility, 
with voters tending to de- 
cide late, and the results 
Tuesday held true to form, 
with nearly half those cast- 
ing ballots saying they made 
up their minds in just the 
last few days. 

Klobuchar, an after- 
thought for much of the con- 
test despite a number of 

[See Primary, A8] 


Activist’s 
California 
dream for 
lower Baja 


Resident wants the 
Mexican state to 
reclaim original name. 


By KATE LINTHICUM 


SAN JOSE DEL CABO, 
Mexico — Cuauhtemoc Mor- 
gan Hernandez loves the 
breathtaking beaches and 
rugged desert landscape of 
the skinny Mexican penin- 
sula known throughout the 
world as “Baja.” 

Just don’t let him hear 
you call it that. 

Yes, his home state is 
Baja California Sur. But 
hundreds ofyears ago, it was 
simply California, the first 
place on Earth to have that 
name. 

To Morgan, a bespecta- 
cled 53-year-old journalist in 
the beach city of San Jose del 
Cabo, it feels like a historic 
injustice that the name is 
now claimed by the 31st U.S. 
state. 

And so last year he 
launched a long-shot cam- 
paign to persuade the lead- 
ers of Baja California Sur to 
lop off the Baja and lose the 
Sur. “It’s time to return to 
our original name: Califor- 
nia,” he wrote in a May peti- 
tion to lawmakers in which 
he dismissed Baja as a “mu- 
tilation” pushed by corpo- 
rate interests to sell the re- 
gion to tourists. 

The state legislature has 

[See Mexico, A6] 


